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How appropriate that on the first day of every year we 
honor Mary, the Holy Mother of God, for it was her willing 
obedience to God’s plan that enabled the Incarnation and 
therefore initiated what in time became Christianity.  Today 
is also the World Day of Peace and so we look to Mary, the 
Queen of Peace — who bore the Prince of Peace — as our 
model and inspiration for holding peace in our hearts, our 
communities, and in our world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Readings for this Week  (Jan. 2—7) 
Monday: (Memorial: Saints Basil the Great  
         and Gregory Nazianzen) 
  Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13,  Mt. 23:8-12 
Tuesday:   1 John 2:29—3:6; John 1:29-34 
Wednesday: (Memorial: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton) 
  1 Corinthians 13:4-13; Luke 10:38-42 
Thursday: (Memorial:  Saint John Neumann) 
  1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23;  John 10:11-16 
Friday:  1 John 5:5-13; Mark 1:7-11 or Lk. 3:23-28 
Saturday: 1 John 5:14-21; John 2:1-11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the memorials listed in our Christmas 
bulletin,  poinsettias were also given: 

In loving memory of 

Wes Faylor, Todd Fayler, Jim & Mildred Hamilton, 
Gilbert & Gertrude McElheny, Ann & Max Kappner, 
and Ann Harrison 
 Given by Don & Kristie McElheny 

 

A message from Father Chris... 

 Merry Christmas.  Yes, I can still say that.  
The Christmas season continues.  I can also say 
Happy New Year since we celebrate that this 
weekend as well.  We still have the coming week to 
celebrate Christmas.  I pray that this continues to be 
a joy filled time for everyone.  I would like to offer a 
challenge to everyone reading this.  This final week 
of our Christmas celebration is a great time to think 
about the new year. 
 We have a long tradition of making 
resolutions for the new year.  Have you made any for 
yourself?  I mentioned that the Christmas season is a 
good time to do this, because it such a joy filled time 
that I hope leads people to grow stronger in their 
faith.  That makes this the perfect time to reflect on 
what we can do to grow in our faith throughout the 
entire year.  These are the best resolutions we can 
make. 
 I have said this often enough, so why not say 
it again now.  The most important thing we do in the 
practice of our faith is our attendance at Mass.  If we 
do nothing else we should all be together at Mass 
every weekend.  This is the source and summit of our 
faith.  For anyone interested in growing stronger in 
their faith, this is the best starting point.  In addition 
to the weekend, we also have a public Mass Tuesday 
through Friday.  For those who have to work during 
the day we have an evening Mass on Thursday.  In 
addition to the weekend, think about attending Mass 
at least once during the week. 
 The Mass is important, but there is so much 
more.  Take some time to step away from all the 
electronic distractions that are constantly 
bombarding us and spend some time in prayer.  Pray 
a daily rosary.  Read the daily Mass readings every 
day.  Find a good book that will help you learn more 
about our faith and spend some time reading.  These 
are all good practices.  If you do not know what to 
read, come talk to me. 
 Get involved in ministry.  There is so much 
going on here at St. Anne’s and in our community 
that can help anyone grow in their faith.  Mass 
attendance and prayer are all good things, but 
actually putting our faith into action can give us a 
greater appreciation of these things.  There are 
ministries such as Bible studies and book clubs that 
can help us learn more about our faith.  There are 
outreach ministries that allow us to serve our 
community that will teach us all how make Christ 
visible in our world. 
 These are only a few suggestions.  When we 
think about all the things we can do in the coming 
year that will help us grow in our faith the 
possibilities are endless.  Enjoy the coming year and 
please continue to pray for our community. 



 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Senior High & Junior High  
Youth Ministry 

• Jan. 1—NO SHYM / NO JHYM 
 Happy New Year! 

• Jan. 8—SHYM & JHYM (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
 Christmas Party! 
 Confirmation Class (Virtual) 

 Jan. 15 — SHYM & JHYM (6:00pm-8:00pm) 

 Jan. 22 — SHYM & JHYM (6:00pm-8:00pm) 
 Confirmation Class (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 

Diocesan Youth Conference 
Feb. 10-12, 2023 

The Diocesan Youth Conference is a weekend event held 
each calendar year to gather youth in Gr. 8-12 from all 145 
parishes located in the Diocese of Richmond to one central 
location.  The Conference is highly energetic, engaging, and 
an awesome opportunity for our high school teenagers to 
gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the 
amazing richness of our Catholic Christian faith.  
Registration is now $200:  includes travel/lodging/
meals.  Registration deadline is  January 8! 

      Registration is first-come first-serve  
since there are limited  spots available!   

Questions? Or to register—contact: Laura Cochrane at 276-
492-3095 or email lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org. 
 
 
The Parish Office will be closed Monday, January 2 
(holiday). 
 

 
Start the New Year off with our Lord in prayer! 

Join us for our monthly “First Tuesday” twelve-hour 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament this Tuesday, 
January 3rd from 9a to 9p.  Adoration begins 
immediately following our 8:30 a.m. weekday Mass.  
Please enter thru the side door to the commons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A special THANK YOU to the Choir for their hard 
work on this year’s Christmas music.  Also, a special 
Thank You to the St. Anne’s Children’s Choir and 
Children’s Tone Chime Choir for all their hard work.  
Everyone did an amazing job, and I am so thankful to 
get to work with each of you. 
 
   In Joyful Song, 
   Chris Neal 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
1:00—2:30 p.m. 

St. Augustine Center 
Make Attending a Bible Study part of your New 
Year’s Resolutions.  The Wednesday Bible Study on 
Understanding the Old Testament will begin again this 
Wednesday, January 4.  There are no books to buy and 
no homework.  Each session is independent of the 
other; missing some sessions is not a problem. 
 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Religious Education 
(SMARE) 

Join us for a two-week session on the 7 Secrets of the 
Eucharist.  Explore the hidden truths of the Holy 
Eucharist that will change your view of the sacrament.  
It will give you a whole new perspective of the Mass, a 
new appreciation of the way Jesus is presented in this 
sacrament, and a new awareness that the Eucharist is 
not just about receiving Communion; it’s about 
transforming your daily life.  Beginning Sunday, 
January 29, 2023:  9:45am-11:00am. in the Great 
Room.  For information, contact Eileen Panasewicz at 
epanasewicz@stannes-bristol.org or call her at 276-
669-8200 ext. 32. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 31  (Vigil: Mary, Mother of God) 
  5:30 p.m. Robert Ramsey 
Sunday, January 1 (Mary, Mother of God) 
  8:30 a.m. “special intention” 
11:30 a.m. Anthony Abbene 
  1:00 p.m. Parishioners (Spanish Mass) 

Tuesday, January 3 
  8:30 a.m. Susan Mellett 

Wednesday, January 4 
  8:30 a.m. Catherine Fischer Chenault 

Thursday, January 5 
  6:00 p.m. John Rondano 

Friday, January 6 
  8:30 a.m. Stephen Vargo 

Saturday, January 7  (Vigil:  Epiphany) 
  5:30 p.m. Robert Ramsey 
Sunday, January 8  (Epiphany) 
  8:30 a.m. William Andrew Abernethy 
11:30 a.m. Flossie & Joseph Ward 
  1:00 p.m. Parishioners  (Spanish Mass) 
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Pro-Life Ministry 

Happy New Year!  Our hope this year is for all parishioners 
to offer their love and support to each other and to become 
a stronger community of faithful servants of Christ.  Please 
take time to reflect on event in your life and know that God 
is merciful when we seek Him.  Whether you personally 
experienced abortion or assisted someone else in procuring 
abortion, allow this to be a year of healing and renewal of 
your spirit.  God may have a plan for you — your story may 
help others as they struggle in their faith and with a difficult 
pregnancy decision.  Please join us! 
 
For assistance in healing after abortion, please go to 
Rachel’s Vineyard at rachelsvineyard.org to sign up for 
a retreat. 
 
 
DATES TO REMEMBER: 

• MON Jan 2  1215 p.m. Rosary for Life with Angie 
by the Abortion Center 

• TUES Jan 3  6:30 p.m.  Pro-Life Meeting at the 
Saint Augustine Center 

• WED Jan 4  12:15 p.m.  Rosary for Life with Clint 
at church 

 
*** PLEASE PRAY AND LISTEN FOR GOD’S CALL 
TO SHARE YOUR STORY IF YOU HAVE 
PERSONALLY EXPERIENCED ABORTION.  WE 
WILL BE STARTING SIDEWALK ADVOCACY 
THIS YEAR.  THERE MAY BE A WOMEN WHO 
NEEDS TO HEAR YOUR WORDS OUTSIDE THE 
CLINIC** 
 
• National MARCH FOR LIFE in Washington, D.C. 

January 20  Learn more at https://marchforlife.org 
• Virginia MARCH FOR LIFE in Richmond Feb. 1 
Please call 276-669-8200 ext. 32 or email Eileen at 
epanasewicz@stannes-bristol.org if you are interested in 
traveling by bus to Richmond.  Learn more at https:// 
marchforlife.org/virginia-march-for-life 
 
 

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION 

Week 17: 
 Your baby’s brain has specific areas now dedicated to 

senses, such as taste, touch, smell, hearing, sight 
 His skin has a waxy coating called vernix 
 Hair is developing on his head 
 
LET US PRAY:   
“Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love you very much.  I 
beg you to save the life of the unborn baby that I 
have spiritually adopted and is in danger of 
abortion.  Mary, our Mother in Heaven, pray for us 
and especially for your little ones in danger of 
abortion!” 

Scripture for next Sunday 
EPIPHANY of the LORD 

 

 

 

 
Isaiah 60:1-6 
 The glory of the Lord shines on all people. 
Psalm 72 
 “Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.” 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 
 The Gentiles are coheirs of the promise. 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 They presented gifts of gold, frankincense,  
 and myrrh. 

Isaiah’s excitement bubbles over as he describes how 
the glory of the Lord will attract pilgrims to Jerusalem 
from all over the world.  St. Paul preaches that all 
people — Gentiles as well — are equal partners in this 
new faith, coheirs to the kingdom.  In the Gospel, we 
hear the story of the magi, journeying to Bethlehem to 
offer their gifts to the newborn king.  May God’s word 
inspire us as we make our own journeys to the new 
Jerusalem. 
 
 
BAPTISMS: 
If you have a child to be baptized, please contact Eileen 
Panasewiz to schedule baptism preparation for parents.  
Expectant parents are encourage to attend. 
 
INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CHURCH? 
Join our INQUIRY sessions to learn more about the 
Catholic faith… contact Eileen at epanasewicz@stannes-
bristol.org or call 276-669-8200 ext. 32 
 
WEDDINGS: 
At least six months preparation is required, so please 
contact the Pastor to begin your marriage preparation 
sessions. 
 
COLLECTIONS:  Due to family illness, and 
publisher’s schedule, the collection results from the 
last two weekends were not available for this bulletin.  
Thanks for your understanding. 
 
2nd Collection this Weekend is our “first Sunday” 
monthly collection for St. Anne’s School and diocesan 
schools.   

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 
TO SAINT ANNE’S!! 



 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our thanks to Marilyn & Tony Broglio and Rose 
Marie & Bill Burriss for once again co-sponsoring 
our Catholic Calendars!  Be sure to pick up a 2023 
Catholic Calendar “Feasts and Saints” from the 
table in the commons. 
 
Our thanks to Diane & Jimmy Gaidry for donating 
the copies of the book “Holy Moments—a Handbook 
for the Rest of Your Life” by Matthew Kelly.  Pick 
up a copy from the table in the commons. 
 
 


