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Halfway through this season of preparation, we celebrate 
Gaudete Sunday, this Sunday of joy and gladness.  With 
eager anticipation we prepare our hearts for Christ as we 
prepare our homes for Christmas.  Recalling that Mary and 
Joseph could not find a proper place for Mary to give birth 
to our Savior, we commit to preparing a proper place to 
receive our Lord anew into our lives.  In Him, the blind see 
and the deaf hear, the poor are fed and the dead are raised.  
May we ready ourselves to see the wonders the Lord can do 
in our midst. 
 

Weekday Readings (Dec. 12-17) 
Monday:       (Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe) 
  Zec. 2:14-17 (or) Rv. 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 
  Luke 1:26-38 (or) Luke 1:39-47 

Tuesday:       (Memorial: Saint Lucy) 
  2 Cor. 10:1—11:2; Mt. 25:1-13 

Wednesday: (Memorial: Saint John of the Cross) 
  1 Cor. 2:1-10a;  Lk. 14:25-33 

Thursday: Isaiah 54:1-10;  Luke 7:24-30 

Friday:  Isaiah 56:1-3a, 6-8; John 5:33-36 

Saturday: Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Mt. 1:1-17 
 

Scripture for next Sunday—4th Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 7:10-14 
 The virgin shall be with child. 
Psalm 24 
 “Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.” 
Romans 1:1-7 
 Jesus is the son of David and the Son of God. 
Matthew 1:18-24 
 Joseph, son of David, have no fear about  
 taking Mary as your wife. 

This Advent, we have heard Isaiah speak of the day when 
our misery would turn to joy, when the blind would see and 
the lame would walk, when the wolf and the lamb would 
play together, and when nations would beat their swords 
into plowshares.  Next Sunday we will hear him announce a 
sign:  a virgin will bear a son, who will be named 
Emmanuel, meaning “God is with us.”  Let us treasure 
this in our hearts as we contemplate the fulfillment of 
Isaiah’s prophecies in Jesus. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 I chose to write about something 
unpleasant this week.  Anyone who has been 
paying attention to the news in recent weeks has 
heard of the rise of antisemitism coming from 
prominent figures in our country and around the 
world.  I did not want to take the time to write 
about this, but in the last week I heard some 
people going as far as to relate these hateful ideas 
to Christianity, so I decided I need to speak up 
about that. 
 
 Antisemitism has absolutely nothing to do 
with Christianity.  There is no excuse for 
promoting any ideas that insult the human dignity 
of another person or group of people.  There is 
nothing Christian about this.  We may not share 
all the same beliefs as the Jewish faith and they do 
not agree with everything we believe, but the root 
of our faith is still in Judaism.  Jesus himself was a 
Jew who proudly practiced the faith as were all 
twelve Apostles. 
 
 The final and probably most important 
reason I wanted to write about this was to remind 
us of all of one simple fact.  Disagreement and 
hate are not the same thing.  I believe too many 
people are losing sight of this.  We can disagree 
with the beliefs of others and that does not mean 
we hate them.  We can even disagree with the 
actions of another person and still not hate that 
person.  There is never a time when it is 
acceptable to treat another human being in a way 
that insults the dignity of the human person. 



 
Third Sunday of Advent—Gaudete 

 
 
 
 
 
Saturday, December 10  (Vigil:  3rd Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Lena Rudoni 
Sunday, December 11 (Third Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Slawek Lendzioszek 
11:30 a.m. Parishioners 
  1:00 p.m. †Basilia & †Antonia Chavez (Spanish Mass) 

Tuesday, December 13 
  8:30 a.m. †Joseph Piazza and †Lisa Piazza 

Wednesday, December 14 
  8:30 a.m. †Helen Bizzotti 

(No weekday Mass Thursday, Dec. 15) 

Friday, December 16 
  8:30 a.m. †Diane Blackburn 

Saturday, December 17 (Vigil: 4th Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Regina C. Finan 
Sunday, December 18  (4th Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. Spec. Int. for Laurie Whitmore 
  1:00 p.m. †Lilian Carina Samona Monterrosa  
 
 
 
 
 

E-Giving (Nov. 18-30) 
 Regular/Operating  $7,576 
 Holy Day/All Saints  $     28 
 Holy Day/Immaculate Conception $     53 
 Holy Day/Christmas  $     78 
 Bldg./Maintenance Reserve $     25 
 Military Archdiocese  $     78 
 St. Anne’s/Diocesan Schools $     55 
 Bristol Faith in Action/BFIA $   153 
 Social Ministry/outreach  $   131 

Collection Report (Nov. 26/27) 
 Regular/Operating  $6,401 
 Military Archdiocese  $   250 
 St. Anne/Diocesan Schools $   166 
 Social Ministry/outreach  $   250 

Collection Report (Dec. 3/4) 
 Regular/Operating  $8,386.16 
 St. Anne’s/Diocesan Schools $3,475 
  
 
Second Collections: 

 December 18 (St. Anne’s Social Ministry/outreach) 

 December 25 (Commonwealth Catholic Charities) 
 
Holy Day collections: 
—This year Christmas falls on a SUNDAY — There are three 
collections: Regular Sunday, Holy Day, & Catholic Charities  
—And the Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, falls on a 
Sunday...we will have collections: Sunday Regular, Holy Day, 
and the monthly collection for St. Anne’s School/diocesan 
schools. 

PRAYERS REQUESTED 
     Your prayers are asked for Joan Parkulo, a 
member of our parish family, who died recently. Notes 
of sympathy may be sent to the family c/o her 
daughter, Barbara Patrick, 219 Christus Dr., Bluff 
City, TN 37620. 
     We ask your prayers for Carolyn Smith, the sister 
of Marilyn Broglio, who died recently in West 
Virginia. Notes may be sent to Marilyn & Tony at 137 
Lick Branch Rd., Bristol, TN 37620. 

 
 

Senior High & Junior High Youth Ministry 
• Dec. 11—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 Confirmation Class!  (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 18—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 25—NO SHYM / NO JHYM 

 Merry Christmas! 

• Jan. 1—NO SHYM / NO JHYM 

 Happy New Year! 
 

Diocesan Youth Conference:  Feb. 10-12, 2023 
The Diocesan Youth Conference is a weekend event held 
each calendar year to gather youth in Gr. 8-12 from all 145 
parishes located in the Diocese of Richmond to one central 
location.  The Conference is highly energetic, engaging, and 
an awesome opportunity for our high school teenagers to 
gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the 
amazing richness of our Catholic Christian faith.   
Registration is now $200:  includes travel/lodging/meals.   

Registration deadline is  Jan. 8! 
      Registration is first-come first-serve  
since there are limited  spots available!   

Questions? Or to register—contact: Laura Cochrane at 276-
492-3095 or email lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org. 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Come celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe—
Monday, December 12.    Join us for Spanish Mass at 
7 p.m. Monday and then for a reception in the Great 
Room.  If you plan to attend the reception, please sign 
up in the commons this weekend or next.  Thank you!!  

 
ADORATION of the Blessed Sacrament 

12-hour Adoration Tuesday, Dec. 13th, from 9a to 9p. 
 
PRAYER SHAWL gathering this Wed., Dec. 14, 10a 
at the St. Augustine Center. 
 
BIBLE STUDY:  The next Wednesday Bible study 
(1pm) will discuss the covenant code in Exodus. This 
Bible Study does not require prior attendance as each 
session is independent of each other. There is no 
homework or books to buy.  Consider joining as part 
of your Advent. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers at our altar this weekend are given in 
joyful celebration of Barbara Schreiber’s birthday, 
given by her daughter, Sheri Schreiber. 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   
Please consider spreading Christmas cheer with St. 
Anne School by volunteering at Speedway in Lights!  
Each Wednesday night, St. Anne families and friends 
will volunteer and raise money to go towards 
maintaining excellence for our school community. To 
participate, please email pto@stanneschoolbristol.org 
and the Wednesday night you would like to volunteer. 
 
 

Christmas Outreach  
The Rehab Center and Memory Care 

301 Village Circle, Bristol, VA 
The Rehab Center is looking for folks to help provide 
a wonderful Christmas for senior citizens there.  They 
hope to fill the residents’ stockings on Christmas Day 
with items such as travel size shampoo, soap, 
deodorant, shaving cream, lotions, conditions, etc.; 
socks, small blankets, oranges, soft candies (NO Hard 
Candy), (NO peanuts); pads and pens, word search 
puzzles, toothbrushes, toothpaste, pudding cups, Jell-o 
cups, soft drinks.  Any donation is appreciated!  You 
can drop off items at the Rehab Center (exit 7 next to 
Cracker Barrel) or drop off with Rosie at the parish 
office.  Questions? Contact Kristi at 276-477-5334. 
 
 
A SPECIAL REQUEST... 
Parishioner John Flanagan is seeking a room in a 
private residence to live that is wheelchair accessible; 
some assistance would be required.  If interested, 
please call John at 276-206-4915. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS CHOIR 
All Children in Grades 2-8 are invited to sing in a 
special children’s choir on Christmas Eve at the 
5pm Mass.  One more rehearsal—join us for rehearsal 
on this Wednesdays, Dec. 14,  at 3:30 p.m. 
Questions? contact Chris Neal in the parish office. 
 
 

St. Anne’s  
GRIEF SUPPORT Group 

The holidays can be especially hard for those who are 
dealing with grief.  If you would like to join our Grief 
Support Group, facilitated by Mary Pat & Doug Ernst, 
which meets bi-weekly, please contact the parish 
office or speak with Mary Pat & Doug. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro-Life Ministry 

Our December project only takes a minute, but will be 
a great gift for the moms and families in our Bristol 
community!  Please write a short note of your love, 
support, and encouragement for a pregnant mom that 
is utilizing the resources at Pathways Pregnancy 
Center.  Cards are located on the table in the 
commons. 
 
“Christ has no body now, but yours.  No hands, no 
feet on earth, but yours.  Yours are the eyes 
through which Christ looks compassion into the 
world.  Yours are the feet with which Christ walks 
to do good.  Yours are the hands with which 
Christ blesses the world.”              — St. Teresa of Avila 

 
 

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION 

Week 14: 
• Your baby’s heart pumps 25 quarts of blood per day 

• He can hold his head up 

• His eyes are moving back and forth 
 

LET US PRAY:  “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph, I love 
you very much.  I beg you to save the life of the 
unborn baby that I have spiritually adopted and is 
in danger of abortion.  Mary, our Mother in 
Heaven, pray for us, and especially for your little 
ones in danger of abortion!” 
 
Rosary for Life 

1. Monday, Dec. 12 at 12:15 p.m. at the abortion 
site (2603 Osborne St.).  Angie Bush will lead 
prayer and rosary. 

2. Wednesday, Dec. 14 at 12:15 p.m. at the grotto 
in the cemetery (inside church if bad weather).  
Clint Smith will lead Rosary, then Scripture Study 
at 1 p.m. at the St. Augustine Center. 
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GIVING TREE!! 
If you took a tag off our Giving Tree, please be sure to 
purchase and return the gift to the commons NLT next 
Sunday, December 18th!  Thank you for your 
generosity to bring a joyful Christmas to families in 
need in our local community!! 
 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE!!! 

Holiday Bulletin deadline schedule:   

—For the Dec. 18 bulletin: 
  NLT 12N Monday Dec. 12 
—For the Dec. 25 bulletin: 
  NLT 4p on Friday, Dec. 16 
—For the Jan. 1 bulletin: 
  NLT 1p on Thursday, Dec. 22 
 
 

Christmas Holy Day  
Mass Schedule 

 Saturday, Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve) at: 
    5 p.m., 8 p.m., 12 Midnight 

 Sunday, Dec. 25 (Christmas Day) at 10 a.m. 
 
 

 
 

Advent Reconciliation Service 
This Thursday, December 15 at 7 p.m. 

 

Prepare your hearts for the coming of the Christ 
Child… join us for our Advent Reconciliation 
Service this Thursday at 7 p.m.  Several priests 
will be here for individual confessions. 
 
(There will not be our regular 5p confessions 
and NO 6p Mass this Thursday) 


