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Already we are bombarded with urgent reminders to get 
ready for Christmas.  But we gather here today to begin a 
different kind of preparation.  Over the next four weeks 
(and it’s a full four weeks this Advent), we will recall how 
Jesus comes to us.  He has come as an infant lying in a 
manger.  One day He will come like a thief in the night, as 
our judge at the end of time.  But today and every day, He 
comes to us as Emmanuel, “God with us”.  Amid all the 
Christmas planning and holiday shopping, let us welcome 
God’s most wonderful gift into our world, our homes, and 
our hearts. 
 

Weekday Readings  
(Nov. 28—Dec. 3) 

Monday: Isaiah4:2-6;  Matthew 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Isaiah 11:1-10;  Luke 10:21-24 
Wednesday:  (Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle) 
  Romans 10:9-18;  Matthew 4:18-22 
Thursday: Isaiah 26:1-6;  Matthew 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:  Isaiah 29:17-24;  Matthew 9:27-31 
Saturday:  (Memorial: Saint Francis Xavier) 
  1 Corinthians 9: 16-19, 22-23;  Mark 16:15-20 
 

 
Scripture for next Sunday 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
 The wolf shall be a guest of the lamb. 
Psalm 72 
 “Justice shall flourish in his time,  
   and fullness of peace for ever.” 
Romans 15:4-9 
   God, the source of patience,  
 enables us to live in harmony. 
Matthew 3:1-12 
 Prepare the way of the Lord! 

“Prepare the way of the Lord”, Isaiah cries through John 
the Baptist’s words, and we continue to heed that call today. 
Before we hear John quote him, we hear Isaiah himself, 
longing for the day when the Lord’s chosen one would 
arrive, and justice and harmony would blossom.  Let us 
prepare a place in our hearts and our homes for the Lord, so 
that we may sing, like the psalmist, of a new day of justice 
and peace for one and all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYERS REQUESTED 

We ask your prayers for George Coleman, a member 
of our parish family, who died recently. Notes of 
sympathy may be sent to his wife, Josephine, at 304 
Deck Valley Lane, Bristol, TN 37620. 

 Are you feeling stressed?  Are you 
feeling anxiety?  Are you feeling like you are in 
a difficult situation and you do not know how to 
handle it?  If any of these things are you and you 
are reading this you are in the right place.  This 
is the first Sunday of Advent.  That means this is 
the Sunday of longing.  We are beginning the 
season of Advent and this means we are now in 
a time of longing. 
 
 This is what this season means to us.  All 
of us can see that there are things in our world 
that are not right.  There is so much in our 
culture that does not agree with our faith.  
Where do we find help for ourselves?  We find 
help and hope in the fact that our God promised 
to send us our Savior.  As Christians we know 
that our God did in fact send that Savior.  This is 
the season where we prepare to welcome that 
Savior into our lives.  We are longing for His 
coming. 
 
 We know that Christ has already come 
into our world.  He has already won for us 
eternal salvation.  Even though this has already 
happened, we have a very special season now.  
We are able to relate to the people who waited 
for the coming of a Savior.  We can relate to 
everything they were experiencing as they 
waited for the coming of the Messiah.   
 
 The Messiah is here.  He is present 
among us.  There is still value in remembering 
those who waited so long for His coming.  This 
is why the season of Advent is so important to 
us.  We can easily see so many things in our 
world that are so very wrong.  The season of 
Advent reminds us that there is no darkness we 
can experience in this world that cannot be 
overcome by Christ's presence coming into our 
midst.  Let us all prepare to welcome that 
presence that can change our world. 



 
First Sunday of Advent 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
The flowers at our altar this weekend are given by 
Michael Simon for the Immaculate Heart of Mary and 
for his best friend and loving wife Kathy on their 40th 
wedding anniversary today. 

 
Senior High & Junior High Youth Ministry 

• Nov. 27—NO SHYM / NO JHYM 

 Happy Thanksgiving! 

• Dec. 4—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 11—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

 Confirmation Class!  (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

• Dec. 18—SHYM & JHYM (BYC 6:00-8:00pm) 

Diocesan Youth Conference:  Feb. 10-12, 2023 
Registration is now open! 

The Diocesan Youth Conference is a weekend event held 
each calendar year to gather youth in Gr. 8-12 from all 145 
parishes located in the Diocese of Richmond to one central 
location.  The Conference is highly energetic, engaging, and 
an awesome opportunity for our high school teenagers to 
gather as a larger Church community and celebrate the 
amazing richness of our Catholic Christian faith.   
Early Bird Registration $150:  includes travel, lodging, 

& meals.  Early Bird Registration ends Nov. 30!      
Registration is first-come first-serve  

since there are limited  spots available!   
Questions? Or to register—contact: Laura Cochrane at 276-
492-3095 or email lauracochrane@stannes-bristol.org. 
 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 
Join us this Tuesday for a Holy Hour from 9a 
to 10a in the church (immediately following 
our 8:30a Mass).   
 
Enter thru the side door to the commons. 
 

 
Respect Life Rosary — Wednesday Bible Study 

The Wednesday Bible Study Group will continue with 
Understanding the Old Testament discussing Moses and the 
Exodus.  There will be a Respect Life Rosary before the 
Bible Study either at the grotto or some indoor location if 
the weather is bad. 

• Respect Life Rosary at 12:15 p.m. 
• Wednesday Bible Study at 1 p.m. 

 
 

St. Anne’s GRIEF SUPPORT Group 
The holidays can be especially hard for those who are 
dealing with grief.  If you would like to join our Grief 
Support Group, facilitated by Mary Pat & Doug Ernst, 
which meets bi-weekly, please contact the parish office or 
speak with Mary Pat & Doug. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Christmas Choir 
We will be having a children’s choir on Christmas 
Eve at the 5pm Mass.  All children in the church in 
grades 2-8 are invited to sing! There will be three 
Wednesday rehearsals prior to Christmas Eve, the 
dates are:   Nov. 30,  Dec. 7 & Dec. 14 
The rehearsals are in the church at 3:30 p.m. and will 
last approximately 30 minutes.  This will be our first 
parish children’s choir since 2019 due to COVID and I 
know the kids will be excited to be back in the choir 
loft singing their music.  I hope to see all the children 
in the parish for this big Christmas Choir.  If you have 
questions, contact Chris Neal in the parish office. 
 
 
 
 
 

E-giving (Nov. 10-17) 
  Regular/Operating $3,807 
  All Saints Holy Day $   135 
  Military Archdiocese $   566 
  Catholic World Missions $     15 
  St. Anne School/Dioc.Sch.  $     35 
  Social Ministry/outreach $   100 

(Due to the publisher’s schedule for Thanksgiving week, 
the results of the Nov. 19/20 collection were not 

available for this bulletin and will be listed next weekend.) 
 

Upcoming Second Collections: 

 December 4  (St. Anne School & diocesan schools) 

 December 18 (St. Anne’s Social Ministry/outreach) 

 December 25 (Commonwealth Catholic Charities) 
 
Holy Day collections: 
—Thursday, Dec. 8, a Holy Day of Obligation (the Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary).  Masses will be at 8:30a 
and 7p.  There is one collection on Dec. 8—for Operating. 
—This year Christmas falls on a SUNDAY!  Our Masses will be 
on Christmas Eve (Sat. Dec. 24) at 5p, 8p, and 12 midnight; 
and on Christmas Day (Sun., Dec. 25) at 10 a.m.  There are three 
collections that weekend: Regular Sunday, Holy Day Christmas, 
and the Commonwealth Catholic Charities collection. 
—And the Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God, falls on a 
Sunday (Jan. 1) - we will have our regular weekend Mass 
schedule and three collections! (Sunday Regular, Holy Day, and 
the monthly collection for St. Anne’s School/diocesan schools. 
 

Many thanks to everyone 
For their ongoing generosity and support 

of Saint Anne’s! 
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Saturday, Nov. 26  (Vigil:  1st Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Luigi Graziano 

Sunday, Nov. 27  (First Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. Spec Int. Mike & Kathy Simon  
  (40th Wedding anniversary) 
11:30 a.m. †Barry Brady 
  1:00 p.m. Parishioners  (Spanish Mass) 
Tuesday, November 29 
  8:30 a.m. Spec. Int. Max Rodriguez 
Wednesday, November 30 
  8:30 a.m. †Bridget & †Richard Keeney 
Thursday, December 1 
  6:00 p.m. †Barry Brady 
Friday, December 2 
  8:30 a.m. †Sally Piazza 
Saturday, December 3  (Vigil:  2nd Sunday of Advent) 
  5:30 p.m. †Vivian Meyer 
Sunday, December 4  (Second Sunday of Advent) 
  8:30 a.m. †Felix Hernandez 
11:30 a.m. †Luigi Graziano 
  1:00 p.m. Parishioners  (Spanish Mass) 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   
Please consider spreading Christmas cheer with St. 
Anne School by volunteering at Speedway in Lights!  
Each Wednesday night, St. Anne families and friends 
will volunteer and raise money to go towards 
maintaining excellence for our school community. To 
participate, please email pto@stanneschoolbristol.org 
and the Wednesday night you would like to volunteer. 
 
 

Christmas Outreach  
The Rehab Center and Memory Care 

301 Village Circle, Bristol, VA 
The Rehab Center is looking for folks to help provide 
a wonderful Christmas for senior citizens there.  They 
hope to fill the residents’ stockings on Christmas Day 
with items such as travel size shampoo, soap, 
deodorant, shaving cream, lotions, conditions, etc.; 
socks, small blankets, oranges, soft candies (NO Hard 
Candy), (NO peanuts); pads and pens, word search 
puzzles, toothbrushes, toothpaste, pudding cups, Jell-o 
cups, soft drinks.  Any donation is appreciated!  You 
can drop off items at the Rehab Center (exit 7 next to 
Cracker Barrel) or drop off with Rosie at the parish 
office.  Questions? Contact Kristi at 276-477-5334. 
 
 
 

Please note: 
Rosie M. will be out of the office this coming Friday 
morning, Dec. 2  (and possibly the whole day) so if you 
need to come by, you might want to call first to be sure 
someone is here.  Thanks for your understanding. 
 
 

Christmas Caroling for the Elderly 
Every Tuesday and Saturday in the month of December, 
parishioners of all ages from various churches are invited to 
participate in Christmas caroling at local assisted living 
facilities.  Hosted every Tuesday and Saturday before 
Christmas Eve at varying times, depending on the schedule 
of the facility.  For more information and to register, 
contact Casey Keeley at 423-782-9228 or email 
casey31keeley@gmail.com. 
 
A few things to note: 
• All ages are welcome, but minors must be accompanies 

by a parent or guardian. 
• Students in need of volunteer  hours will be 

accommodated, just bring the required documentation 
and it will be signed after caroling is completed. 

• Small gifts for the residents and staff are encouraged  
(Sugar-free goodies are preferred, as some residents 
may have health limitations). 

• There will be a different theme for each night of 
caroling, but you will not be kicked out for not dressing 
up! 

 
 

GIVING  
TREE!! 

 

Be sure to take a tag off our 
Giving Tree and return the 
gift to the commons! 
 
Thank you for your 
generosity to bring a joyful 
Christmas to families in 
need in our local 
community!! 
 

 
 

Pope’s Intention for December: 
For volunteer not-for-profit organizations. 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations 
committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international cooperation. 



 
First Sunday of Advent 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Advent has a two-fold character, for it is a time of 
preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in which 
the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity is 
remembered, and likewise a time when, by 
remembrance of this, minds and hearts are led to look 
forward to Christ’s Second Coming at the end of time.  
For these two reasons, Advent is a period of devout 
and expectant delight”   
          (Universal Norms for the Liturgical Year and the Calendar, 39) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Looking Ahead Just a Bit… 
Thursday, December 8th is the Solemnity of the 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Patronal Feast Day of the United States of America and a 
Holy Day of Obligation for Catholics.  Our Masses on 
December 8th for the Immaculate Conception will be 
celebrated at 8:30 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 


