
HOMILY FOR THE 10th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY- YR B  

DATE: June 10, 2018 

 

READINGS: 1st:  GN 3:9-15  PS 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8   2nd : 2 COR 

4:13—5:1  Gospel MK 3:20-35 

 

Sin is contagious in so many ways.   So often we blame sin on others instead of 

accepting our own responsibilities. Sin is never a private affair; it always has social 

implications, for others are affected.  

 

In the first reading, from the book of Genesis, we are told that in the future there will 

be a battle between sin and the offspring of the woman.  This passage is seen as a 

prediction that salvation will come finally- and through the offspring of the woman- 

Jesus Christ. It is the Lord Jesus who can remake us in the image of God and restore 

to us, the loving relationship with God.   The devil is never as powerful as the Lord 

Jesus and His Spirit. It is Jesus Himself who invites us to follow him and to be His 

family. 

 

God will place us with Christ Jesus, but must first remake us in His image, which we 

have lost through sin (2nd Reading).   This life, for all of us, is a matter of allowing 

God to remake us.   We must be patient and look up to him fervently. 

 

In both the first and second readings of today, we see that there is an awareness of 

the spiritual combat which must take place in our world, and in each of us 

personally, so that we are truly ready to “see the Lord as He is” and come to be like 

Him.   For many people today, life is simply about enjoying as much as we 

can.   For us who follow Christ, life is about becoming as much as possible like 

Christ so that we reflect the glory of the Father. 

 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Genesis/3:9
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/psalms/130:1
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/2Corinthians/4:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/2Corinthians/4:13
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/mark/3:20


The focus of the Church is much more intent and systematic on the gospel, and that 

brings us to the third chapter of Mark where Jesus has been preaching the Kingdom, 

healing many who were sick, and casting out demons. Jesus has been exercising his 

ministry in the region around his home base of Capernaum, along the Sea of Galilee. 

  

Just as he relaxes briefly in the home he used, another large crowd arrived including 

scribes from Jerusalem who assert: “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “By the 

prince of demons he drives out demons” (Mark 3:22). These charges sound grasping 

and even jealous: his enemies are themselves so amazed by what Jesus has been 

doing that they cannot possibly deny his power; they are reduced, rather, to claiming 

that his power has a sinister origin. This refusal to see the hand of God at work in 

Jesus is the fatal mistake that will lead to their condemnation, and that will be the 

factor determining whether generations of people even to the present day find 

salvation or condemnation in him.  

 

Jesus himself explains this immediately after he is accused of being in league with 

evil: he asks rhetorically, “How can Satan drive out Satan? ...if Satan has risen up 

against himself and is divided, he cannot stand; that is the end of him” (Mark 3:23, 

26). In other words, anyone should be able to see that those who act against evil 

cannot be in alliance with evil at the same time—thus the scribes’ accusation that 

Jesus was casting out demons by the prince of demons was ridiculous.   

 

Seeing how his actions were badly misinterpreted by his enemies, Jesus emphasizes 

what it takes to be his true and faithful disciple: those who hear his word and keep it, 

even if their efforts are imperfect, are the ones who find in him life, forgiveness, 

renewal, and redemption. As the Lord himself taught so forcefully: “looking around 

at those seated in the circle he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers. For 

whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother’” (Mark 3:34-35). 

 

For us, all of this is a call to follow the Lord, no matter what our families or other 

religious people think about us.   We are challenged to do the works of God, to 

recognize that the fight between good and evil is still going on in our own 



time.   We must also recognize that it is God who is at work and so we can trust that 

we are being remade in the image of God. 

 

As we forge into the summertime of the Church year let it be our resolve to turn 

away from the pattern of sin forecast in Genesis and exemplified by the scribes in the 

gospel, so that with all God’s holy people we might be numbered among the sisters 

and brothers of the Lord, saying always with the Psalmist: “With the Lord there is 

mercy, and fullness of redemption” (Ps 130:7).  AMEN. 

 


